Village Halls and Function Rooms For Hire

Swarraton & Northington Village Hall www.northingtonvillagehall.com
Built in 1887 as the village reading room and set in its own grounds just off
the B3046. Facilities include an ample car park & a large field with a
marquee friendly flat area (90ft x 40ft). An ideal venue for birthday parties,
business functions, weddings and formal events with a fully equipped
kitchen and Wi-Fi.
Email contact@northingtonvillagehall.com

Candover Valley Club
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses
Licensed bar

cvchires@gmail.com

Wield Village Hall wieldvillagehall@gmail.com
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses.

Tables & chairs available for separate hire.

Disabled parking, access and toilets

Preston Candover Village Hall Book online www.pcvh.org.uk,
Contact us on info@pcvh.org.uk
Fully equipped venue to hire with kitchen facilities, disabled access and toilet and
parking.
For block bookings e-mail

bookings@pcvh.org.uk

Editorial Team
Treasurer & Advert Co-ordinator
Ros Partridge 07960 902723.
Harrow Cottage, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
S024 9RW

adverts.oxdrove@gmail.com;

Jean Frost 01420 561 136

5 Pound Close, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD

SO24 9SH

jeanterry@uwclub.net

Philippa Pellereau 01962 733107
ppellereau@gmail.com

Technical Producer

Distribution Manager

Copy deadline 14th of each month unless previously agreed with the
Technical Producer
Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge any
article. (E-mail copy much appreciated).
Disclaimer

The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or views expressed in the Oxdrove
and will not be held liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising from the use of
information and advertisements in this publication.
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THE OXDROVE
Church and Community News
of
The Candover Valley and Wield
Rector: Interegnum

Associate Minister, Rev Ian Thacker, MA. 07864 095 435.
Ian will be in Wield Church from 9-10 on Wednesdays for anyone to drop in. This
will be followed by a brief service of morning prayer and bible study.

Benefice administrator — Tricia Knight email address:

beneficeFCW@hotmail.com Phone 07541 463750

Rota for Services

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay led

The Parishes of Farleigh, The Candover Valley

and Wield

The Benefice of Farleigh, Candover and Wield

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay Led

Key to initials: IDT = Ian Thaker: PR = Peter Raine: JG = Julian Gibbons LH =
Lyn Hardy: AL = Anne Luneburg: DS = Debbie Scholey

Sunday 6™ April 5™ Sunday of Lent

08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP IDT
09:30 Wield Matins IDT
09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer PR
10:00 Preston Candover Morning Prayer JG
11:00 Northington Morning prayer  IDT
11.15 Dummer Sunday Special
Readings  Isaiah 43.16-21 Philippians 3.4b—14 John 12.1-8
Psalm 126
Sunday 13" Palm Sunday
08:00 Dummer Holy Communion BCP IDT
09:45 Ellisfield Morning Prayer BC
10:00 Preston Candover Family Service JG
11:15 Cliddesden Family Holy Communion
18:00 Wield Evensong IDT readings overleaf



http://www.pcvh.org.uk
mailto:info@pcvh.org.uk
mailto:bookings@pcvh.org.uk
mailto:adverts.oxdrove@gmail.com
mailto:ppellereau@googlemail.com
mailto:beneficeFCW@hotmail.com

Readings  Luke 19.28-40 Isaiah 50.4-9a
Psalm 118.1-2, 19-end
Thursday April 17" Maundy Thursday

7.00pm Bradley Holy Communion IDT
Readings 1 Corinthians 11.23-26 John 13.1-17, 31b-35

FI2)

April 18th  Good Friday
10am Wield to Northington ~ Walk of Witness JG
2pm Cliddesden ‘An hour at the Cross’ IDT

3395

April 20th Easter Sunday

98:00 Dummer Holy Communion IDT
09:30 Wield Holy Communion

by extension CS
10:00 Dummer Family service =~ LH
11:15 Cliddesden Family Holy Communion

by extension PR
09:30 Preston Candover Family Holy Communion
by extension JG

11:00 Northington Family Holy Communion
by extension JG
11:00 Brown Candover Family Holy Communion IDT
Readings  Acts 10.3443 Isaiah 65.17-end .1-2, 14-24
Luke 24.1-12
Psalm 118 1-2, 14 - 24
April 27" Easter 1
8:30 Bradley Holy Communion CW IDT
9:45 Dummer Holy Communion CW IDT
11:00 Brown Candover Family Morning Worship JG

11:15 Ellisfield Family Holy Communion IDT
Readings  Exodus 14.10—end; 15.20, 21] Acts 5.27-32 .14—end
John 20.19—end
Psalm 118 14 - end

No more waiting for replies, if it’s available it’s yours to hire!

Book online - Pay online - Use

Run by the community,

For block bookings and community groups
please email: bookings@pevh.org.uk

for the community.
Charity number:285581

Info@pevh.or.uk www.pcvh.org.uk
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WET WASTE

REMOVAL SOLUTIONS

£
TREATMENT PLANT INSTALLATIONS
SEPTICTANK INSTALLATIONS
CESSPOOL INS TIONS
LIFTING PUMP INSTALLATIONS
SEPTIC TANK CLEARANCE

CESSPOOL CLEARANCE

HIGH' PRESSURE JETFING
AND CLEARANCE

CCTV.SURVEYS AND INSPECTIONS

LIFTING PUMP REPLACEMENT
AND SERVICING

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT METHODS
FAST AND EFFICIENT SERVICE
OVER 18 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

%W -
% CNASTEDIEPCSAL

" ervw Khp-reryeescodd

Message from Ian

In April the churches of the Benefice will be
celebrating Easter. I like Easter, it is a festival that
always happens at a nice time of the year. The days
are noticeable longer and a bit warmer.

Easter is a time to celebrate new life, lambs and calves
will be in the fields, The woods are alive with bird
song and the family of squirrels that I am still trying to
photograph have had a brood of kits. So, we celebrate
this by giving chocolate easter eggs which leave us
with a mild chocolate repulsion but are still infinitely
better than giving a painted boiled egg.

For Christians there is a sombre aspect of Easter that makes it harder for our non
Chrisian friends to buy into. We talk a lot about how an innocent man was betrayed,
arrested, went through a mock trial, beaten and then hung out to die in a brutal way.

We hold onto these things not because we are attracted to the 18 rated horror of a
brutal murder but because we believe that one unique man, by surrendering his life
has made such a huge difference to the lives of billions of people around the world.
That is why the cross, which was built as a torture instrument, is held in such high
honour by all Christians.

Easter isn’t simply about remembering a horror show because the second part of the
Easter message is the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday.

If you are not a Christian, the resurrection is a difficult thing to swallow.
Dying on a cross in Roman times was easy, hundreds of thousands of people suffered
that fate but rising from the dead is a different story.

There are plenty of reasons for Christians to believe that Jesus rose from the dead and
we will talk a lot this in the Easter services. For me, the compelling reason for the
this is the way that the resurrection affects people’s lives.

So, can I ask you to reflect as you scoff your second Easter egg of the day that the
promise of a new start isn’t just the world around us but can apply to you as well.

Cleaner needed
St John's, Northington is looking for a cleaner for about 2 to 3 hours a month. Mainly
consists of sweeping, hoovering and some brass cleaning. The position is paid and can be
done at anytime suitable to the person.

Please apply to peter.agneau@outlook.com or telephone 01963 735066



mailto:peter.agneau@outlook.com

Church sidesmen and readers

Contemporary Catholic
Co-educational 3-13
Day & Boarding

FARLEIGH

“Pupils are charming,
considerate and articulate”

The Good Schools Guide 2024

% %
Flexible school bus service
from The Wheatsheaf (RG25 2BB)
direct to Farleigh
(also enquire about our
Winchester / Stockbridge service)

—_ *

Please contact the Registrar, Sarah O'Rorke
E: admissions@farleighschool.com
T: 01264 710766 to book or to arrange a tour

Church Date Sidesmen Readers
St John’s Matthew & Philippa
Northington Pellereau
St Peters Andrew and Pen Andrew and Pen
Brown Candover Wilson Wilson
St Marys 6 April Anne Luneburg Jane Laws
Preston Candover 10.00
13 April Marina Avis To be advised
10.00
9.30am? Marina Avis Anne Luneburg
Gunnel Berry Marina Avis
4 May Anne Luneburg Celia Foote
10.00
All Saints Christopher Swan Christopher Swan
Bradley
St James’ 6 April Brian Collins Eileen Collins
Wield 9.30am Amanda Bromfield
13 April John Lailey David Cowley
6.00pm Ben Robinson
20 April Alwin Hutchinson  Philip Geddes
9.00am Ian Thacker
4 May Catherine Simons Joanna nelson
9.30am Catherine Simons
Annual Vestry Meetings

The Annual Vestry and Parochial Church Meetings for the Parish of the Candovers

with Bradley will take place in St Mary’s on 29th April at 7.30pm. All very

welcome, refreshments will be served. The Electoral Roll will be completely redone

this year, please contact Celia Foote if you wish your name to be added.

Cheriton Singers Concert—Saturday 10 May

Cheriton Singers invite you to a concert of very romantic songs at 7.30 pm on Saturday, May 10th, in St

Michael's Church, Cheriton.
Tickets £15 for adults (under 18s free), available from:

www.ticketsource.co.uk, Cheriton Village Stores, The Flower Pots, and on the door. Please make a note

in your diary!
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Moundsmere

Estate Management

We are specialists in rural land
management and agents for both
residential and commercial country
property sales and lettings.

Get in touch, we'd love to hear from you!
info@moundsmere.co.uk
01256 389253

arla ! propertymark

PROTECTED

(;\ RICS'

www.moundsmere.co.uk

Mark Rawlings

FCA ATII

Chartered Accountant

& Chartered Tax
Advisor

Specialising in Personal and
Business Taxation

Including Self Employed and
Company Accounts.

Telephone

01420 561204

Incorporating Airport
XL CarS Chauffer Services
(Airports, Business, Long Distanoe)

Winchester's Premier Chauffeur Services

Luxury Jaguar XJL Saloon
& Similar Prestigious Cars
Smart & Friendly Drivers
Punctuality Guaranteed

Complimentary Newspapers & Water

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.xlcars.co.uk / info@xlcars.co.uk

Telephone 01962 76 10 10
Taking The Stress Out of Road Travel

Sorry - we do not offer a 24/7 local taxi service



http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/

Heﬁa rds

AT home
v H ansWe/

Successfully selling and
letting property in
The Candover Valley
since 1988.

t | Lettings
11 Broad Street, Alresford | www.hellards.co.uk

01962 736333

Sales | Property Managemen

alresford@hellards.co.uk
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Church flowers, cleaning and key holders

St. John’s Church
Northington

St Peter’s Church

Brown Candover Keyholders April

Andrew and Pen Wilson

All Saints Church
Bradley

St. Mary Flowers
The Virgin
Preston Candover

St James’ Church Flowers
Wield

Cleaner Permanent Michelle & Nicole

Wield Litter Pick

Even more important than 20+ bags off litter
collected by the band of Wield volunteers was the
amount they raised for St James Church fabric
fund - a terrific £1,700 ( including Gift Aid).

Huge thanks to all those who picked up litter and to all those who made
donations.

There is still time to make a donation to show appreciation of the dirty
work done by the willing team of pickers .....

Nikki Cowley
nicolacowley@hotmail.co.uk




The Candover Valley Churches
Good Friday Walk 18™ April 2025

The local tradition of the Good Friday walk from Church to church was
started by the late Rev. Ryc Smith in the late 1980°s. We originally carried a
large cross from Northington to Bradley stopping on the way at St. Peter's
Brown Candover and St. Mary's Preston Candover for some readings, a hymn
and a prayer. In between churches a chance to chat, meet new people and
admire the wonderful countryside.

When Wield joined our group of churches, the route got longer and the cross
got smaller!

There is no obligation to walk the whole way, but if you do either leave your
car at Wield or drop it at St. John’s Northington ready for your arrival in the
afternoon. There is usually someone who can give you a lift back to your car.
Many people join us for a section , if unable to walk the whole way.

All our welcome, children especially, for whom there is an egg hunt at
journeys end.

Whether this will be your first time or you have join us many times in the
past Come and join us for the return of the Good Friday Walk 18" April
2025.

Bring a picnic.

10.00am  Wield

11.15am  Bradley

12.15pm  Preston Candover
1.00pm  Chilton Manor farm for Lunch
2.15pm Brown Candover
3.30pm Northington

Dogs welcome
Spend the day in good company, fresh spring air, and
wonderful countryside

WARNER AND RICHARDSON LLP ARE INDEPENDENT SOLICITORS
LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC CITY OF WINCHESTER.

WE HAVE A STRONG, LONG STANDING REPUTATION FOR PERSONAL SERVICE
AND HIGH QUALITY LEGAL ADVICE.

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH ANY OF THESE MATTERS:-

e WILLS, PROBATE AND ESTATES
- RESIDENTIAL CONVEYANCING
e COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL AND BUSINESS CONVEYANCING

PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01962 868366

Visit our website:- www.wandr.co.uk

é@%ommncing

q;,'\r.; Quality

Chipandell

Purpose Made Joinery
Traditional Local Craftsman - Established over 35 years
Specialist bespoke joinery using sustainable hardwoods

Manufacturing: Doors .
Windows - Kitchens - Bedrooms ‘ :
All Hand Made Furniture - Sign & Letter Carving

The Woodsheds, Park Corner,
Herriard, Hants. RG252PD

Telephone/Fax:(01256 381183
wwwichipandellco.uk
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WA T GREY LTI

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT

Bespoke building projects
for the discerning client...

CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, MODERNISATIONS
AND NEW RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

Telephone: 01256 636 511
www.westportgrey.co.uk

SUBSTANTIAL EXTENSION AND REFURBISHMENT

. e 000000000
SpeC|aI|st footcare treatments

BUPA registered. Referral clinic. C aeet Feet

Voted Best Podiatry UK Blogger
Alton

o All foot issues
o Nail surgery for
ingrown, problem and

Accredited Podiatry Clinic

Compleet Feet are a complete foot care clinic.

Working alongside other private practitioners and [JENEASIELS

the NHS to keep people healthy on their feet. ¢ N .EW .o stenil j°i.nt
0 injections and fillers for
) ‘( ..

g painful toes and soles
\‘

e Verruca and fungal nail
l specialist treatments

5a Normandy Street Alton GU34 1DD

Tel: 01420 89600

e MSK biomechanical
assessments, orthotics
E: info@compleetfeet.co.uk
Blogs: www.compleetfeet.co.uk

o Heel pain shockwave
therapy
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Walking with Wildlife, Robert Bryant

Wisps of winter gnats, cousins of the dangle-legged crane flies, dance in the
late afternoon sunshine at the bottom of our garden. Bobbing and bouncing
low over the damp lawn and heaps of leaf mulch, they catch the light as the
males try to impress the females with their shimmering displays.

Although winter gnats are remarkably hardy, they’re not the only insects out
and about early in the year. On mild sunny days, queen bumblebees, especial-
ly the buff-tailed variety, hungry for pollen and nectar, are cruising around.
They search for early spring flowers and suitable nest sites such as an old
mouse burrow. The deep buzz of one of these large furry bees caught my at-
tention while walking across to Northington Grange. In bright sunshine I
watched her rather clumsy flight, lurching low over the grassy verges as
though still groggy from a long winter sleep. By chance a brimstone butterfly,
sulphur yellow, flashed into view — the first of the season - followed by two
more chasing away on their springtime adventures.

We’ve been helping with the farmland bird surveys that are being held here in
the Candover Valley. At Newhouse Farm, we were pleased to record wood-
larks singing. With milder winters in recent years, they’ve been returning to
the wooded chalk downlands, spreading from their traditional haunts in the
forest heaths. Woodlarks have a wonderful song, reflected in their scientific
name Lullula arborea, delivered from a song post at the woodland edge. Alas,
being ground-nesting birds, they are often vulnerable to accidental trampling.

In hazy sunshine, a large raptor, neither buzzard nor red kite, was gliding
along the treeline of Micheldever Wood, where the open fields of the downs
meet the sweeping boundary of the beechwoods. The pale underparts, s-
shaped curve to the wing edge, plus the long tail, revealed a female goshawk —
that elusive nemesis of woodpigeons and squirrels. Goshawks are still quite
scarce and rarely seen, though sometimes glimpsed swooping through fairly
dense woodland. Mating pairs are said to perform an extraordinary springtime
display known as sky-dancing.

Robert Bryant
10 March 25



Visit the Cowslip Meadow, at Blue
Ridge Farm,
Lower Wield

Sunday 13" April 2025, 2pm
till 4.30pm

£1.00 entry, (Cash only)

Enjoy a Cream Tea

Walk around the woods — visit the bears!

By Kind permission of Mrs B Wells, Lower Wield, Alresford,
SO24 9RX

Next door to Hattingley Valley Winery
In Aid of Wield WI

CLEANING CARPET & APOLSTERY

Specialist Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaner

Local Area

Over 25 Years Experience

Quotes available on enquiry

Telephone: 07887481787

Email: ba.carpetspecialist@gmail.com

¥ HORIZCN

SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1988

o Aerial, Satellite & Sky Q
Freeview, Freesat

® Tuning & Set Up g APPR)
Remote control programming ===
Weak/No Signal Repairs

e TV Wall Installation
Hidden Cabling

e Additional TV Points

o Wi-Fi Signal Improvement and Network Cabling
including garden area and outbuildings

® CCTV Installations o
Including Ring doorbell ~ Cheekatrade.com

Where reputation matters

o Starlink Installation
Superfast Internet for Rural Areas

LIVIA'S FURREVER ADVENTURES

o Lo

DOG WALKING & PET CARE SERVICES

%  SERVICES
Solo/Group dog walks
Home visits
Overnight pet sits (in clients house)
Pet taxi
Free meet and greet

+ BASED IN BROWN CANDOVER AND SERVING THE
NEARBY AREAS
* FULLY INSURED, DBS CHECKED , CANINE FIRST
AID AND BODY LANGUAGE TRAINED
5 STAR REVIEWS

° CONTACT LIVIA:
07849748815
LIVIASFURREVERADVENTURESeGMAIL.COM
WWW.LIVIASFURREVERADVENTURES.CO.UK
CHECK MY FB & INSTA
eLIVIASFURREVERADVENTURES FOR PRICES
AND REVIEWS

lortoése

WOODWORK

Help available with all your
carpentry needs, whether
maintenance, improvement or
bespoke. No job too small.

Careful, methodical, creative.
City & Guilds level 2&3
qualifications.

Rory Vereker, Upton Grey
07956 231 214

rory.vereker@outlook.com

tortoisewoodwork.com

Suzanne Andrews Ltd

For Beautifully Made Hand Finished Curtains,
Blinds,Small Loose Covers,Bedheads & More.

Madeto Orderin Your Fabricor Ours.
For MoreInformation Contact

Email.suzieandrews3s@gmail.com
Mobile: 07976388743
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LEN STOCKLEY

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

Rotten Wood Repair System
for Windows & Doors

Coving & General Repairs
Over 40 Years Experience

Free Estimates

Tel: 01420 86205 (Alton)
Mobile: 07866 784269

S\Feathers Mobile Hair
of‘\

WOMEN'S & MENS CUTTING AND STYLING
OCCASION HAIR AND BLOW-DRYS
LOCAL AND RELIABLE
FuLty VICT QUALIFIED

VEGAN AND CRUELTY FREE PRODUCTS

TEL: 07707 961999

Care at home

Are you or a relative beginning to consider care options? Our
comprehensive service offers you the support you need, when you
need it, in the comfort of your own home. Our services include:

* Assistance with morning, lunch, teatime & evening routines
* Meal preparation
* Personal care
* Support with mobility
Light housekeeping & laundry

.

e ings & social 4 o "
* Support with medication Cd ‘»dc Ca re
* Respite care

* Live-In care

t: 01256 700991
e: enquiries@calidacare.co.uk
www.calidacare.co.uk

Hampshire Woodlands Limited

Tree Management

* Tree Care and General Maintenance
Stump Removal

TPO & Conservation Area Planning
Applications

Tree and Hedge Planting

Woodland Management

%
¥
! Hedge Cutting
¥
¥
%

All Areas and Fully Insured

Email: hantswoods@btinternet.com

* Telephone:O1 420 561 1 1 8
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Candover Valley Pre-School

(within Preston Candover Primary School)
Tel: 01256-389008 Email: cvpadmin@btconnect.com

Website: https://www.candovervalleypreschool.co.uk/
Opening times: Mon - Thurs 8.30am - 3.15pm  Fri 8.30 - 11.45pm

Louise Hatton, our wonderful preschool deputy is completing
the Three Peaks Challenge, trekking up Ben Nevis, Scafell

_ Pike and Snowdon all in 24 hours, as a fundraiser for CVP!

{ Candover Valley Preschool is a not-for-profit, charity
organisation that provides a safe, nurturing, and high-quality
early education for children aged 2-5 years.

v.i As friends of CVP we would appreciate support from the
- local community and those affiliated with the preschool.
Please consider donating and sharing this message with
others who may wish to help, as your generosity will help us
each our goal and motivate Louise through her challenge.

https://www.justgiving.com/page/louise-hatton-1?
utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

Thank you for your kindness and support.

The start of Spring brings with it new learning
experiences. The warmer weather has offered more
opportunity to enjoy and explore the outdoors. We have
been venturing into the community, exploring both
seasonal changes and discovering more about our local
environment.

The preschool children have also been enthused to meet
our new caterpillar friends. Observing the transformation
from caterpillar to butterfly enhances a sense of wonder
for nature. It provides a hands-on, engaging way to learn
about life cycles, fostering curiosity and scientific
thinking. The children have been learning new
vocabulary, such as metamorphosis and chrysalis, as they
develop an understanding of the process we will follow. | 7

Candover Valley Preschool is a vibrant and nurturing learning environment. Please
contact us if you would like to enquire about a place for your child. Places are currently
available from Autumn 2025.


https://www.justgiving.com/page/louise-hatton-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/louise-hatton-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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The Dever Society AGM

Tuesday 15 April 2025 at 7:30pm
The Warren Centre, Micheldever Station, S021 3AR

After the formal business there will be a panel discussion
and Q & A session about the proposed Micheldever new
town, which has been submitted to the government’s New
Towns Task Force as a 15,000-20,000 home development.

Panel members are Winchester MP Dr Danny Chambers, Clir Martin
Tod (Leader, Winchester City Council), Clir Jackie Porter (Cabinet
member for Place and Local Plan, Winchester City Council), Clir Paul
Harvey (Leader, Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council) and Clir
Andy Konieczko (Cabinet member for Strategic Planning and
Infrastructure, Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council)

Please join us — all welcome

The Dever Society works to conserve, protect and
celebrate Hampshire’s rural heartland

admin@deversociety.org | www.thedeversociety.org

NOw

MICOELDEYER
XEW TOWN

SJB Honeysuckle
JOINERY & CARPENTRY

Manufacturers & Installers of;
Bespoke Joinery

Beautiful Curtains & Blinds
Cabinet Making Expertly Made

Timber Frame Buildings Professionally Fitted

; R == = £

i

Based in the Candover Valley

Discover More At

www.honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk

Sebastian Brand

T : 07849139897 )
. . 15 Mcon Road Oakley RG23 7AL
E : sjprand1@hotmail.co.uk Telephone 01256 780831

By Appointment

ALRESFORD Rpye
-

Hampshire's UNITY : PURPOSE
[riendliest club - FAMILY

Pogvpen

Alresford RFC is celebrating 30 years of rugby by giving
FREE ADULT RUGBY
FREE Senior playing

membership

FREE MATCH FEES

by ‘ 2 MEN'S TEAMS & 1 WOMEN'S TEAM
re<tord RFC fom % &

e e Alresfi (i y AR
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GAVIN ROBERTS KITCHEN FITTER

KITCHEN, UTILITY AND BOOT ROOMS

+ SUPPLY AND DRY FIT OR DRY FIT ONLY

« 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

+BASED IN THE CANDOVER VALLEY AND
WORKING IN HAMPSHIRE AND
BORDERING COUNTIES

+ EXCELLENT CUSTOMER FEEDBACK

T:07770 880291
E:gavin.roberts7@gmail.com

L

—
o™

o ".u

Cand_gv'qf Vali

The Candover Valley Club is located in the beautiful village of Brown Candover next to St. Peter’s
Church, and is fronted by the village cricket field. The Club has a fully licenced bar with kitchen,
skittle alley, dart boards, pool table, TV, wifi and a separate function room suitable for large parties. A
marquee, tables, chairs, crockery and cutlery are also available to hire.

Please contact cvchires®gmail.com for more information about using these wonderful facilities, or
come for a drink on Saturday from 6.30pm.

The Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover, Alresford SO249TT cvchires@gmail.com

ey Glab

2025 Coronation Cup

Hosted by WCC

On Wield’s Village Green
Monday 5th May 2025
Kick-off: 2.00pm

Sign up to play in the annual clash between
football’s giants:

Upper Wield versus Lower Wield

* Gather from 1.25pm
* Warm up 1.30pm; Kick off 2.00pm
* Post match refreshments in the village hall
» Spectators very welcome

To play for Upper Wield, please contact: PJ,
paul.johnson@ha-limited.co.uk M: 07720 349497

To play for Lower Wield please contact Ed Reid,

ed.reid@rocketmail.com M: 07766 008213
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Oh Deer!

Deer are frequently seen in the Candover Valley - of the six different species living in
United Kingdom, three (fallow, roe and muntjac) are well established here. The
abundance of food, maize in particular and shelter (woodland) has seen the
population explode over the last 30 plus years.

The result is considerable damage to agricultural crops and woodland but also an
increase in road traffic collisions.

REDUCE YOUR RISK - DRIVE DEER AWARE
Beware during peak danger periods
Highest-risk times are from sunset to midnight, and the hours shortly before and after
sunrise.
Drive with caution
During peak danger periods or on roads where hitting a deer is a possibility, drive
with caution and be on the lookout for deer near the road.
Seen one? Look for another
Be aware that more deer may well cross after the one you have noticed.
Use your lights
After dark, do use full-beam when there is no opposing traffic. BUT, when a deer or
other animal is noted on the road, dim your headlights as animals startled by the
beam may ‘freeze’ rather than leaving the road.
DON’T VEER FOR DEER
Don’t over-swerve to avoid hitting a deer
If a collision with the animal seems inevitable, then hit it while maintaining full
control of your car is the safest option.
The alternative of swerving into oncoming traffic or off of the road surface could be a
lot worse. Motorcyclists are at particular risk when in direct collisions with animals.
Look out for traffic behind you
Only brake sharply and stop if there is no danger of being hit by following traffic,
and use your hazard lights.
STAY SAFE AND REPORT THE INCIDENT
If you see an injured deer on the roadside?
Pull over at a safe place
Call the Police.
Giving as precise a location as you can. Use What3Words if you can.
They will deal with the situation and have access to specialists.
Do not try to assist or move the deer as this can put you in danger.

If you hit a deer while driving, your priorities, in this order, are:
Keep yourself and anyone with you as safe as you can
Park your car in the safest place with hazard lights on.
Call an ambulance if human injuries warrant it
Call the Police

The Valley Stalker

>
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CANDOVER
LIFESTYLE MANAGEMENT]|

‘So you can do more living’
The demands on our professional and personal lives can be overwhelming.

Our lifestyle management approach is designed to help you focus on what truly matters.

PA HOUSE

EVENTS SERVICES MANAGEMENT

www.candoverlm.co.uk
annabel@candoverlm.co.uk | 07966 415464
lisa@candoverlm.co.uk | 07736 843065

oL,

OUR SERVICES

Residential & Commercial Properties Serviced.

Rat and Mouse Treatments.

Wasp and Hornet Nest Treatments & Removal.
Traditional Mole Catching Specialists.

Cluster Fly Treatments.

Clothes Moth Fumigation & Management.
Bed Bug & Flea Treatments.

Pest Proofing Work.

Rodent, Insect & Bird Control.

Wildlife Management.

ALL ASPECTS OF PEST CONTROL
WORK UNDERTAKEN

One Off Treatments & Ongoing Pest Management
Programmes Available

v/ Fully Insured /' All Staff DBS Checked
/ Professional & Friendly BPCA Qualified Staff

/ All staff use Non Sign Written Vehicles. Discreet Service

. CONTACT US LOCAL OPERATOR: 07718 986858 LOCAL OPERATOR: 07542 853564
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MATTIA

BUILDING SERVICES

Building Services.

Extensions
Conversions
Bathroom Refurb
Kitchen Refurb
Tiling
Ground Maintenance
New Builds

Contact us for a free quotation.

t01962 467736 m:07557 471114
mattiabuilders@hotmail.com

Over 35 years experience and expetrtise.

To advertise
in this space,
please
contact Ros
at

adverts.oxdrove@gmail.co

Qrpe) iem

Executive Cars

The trusted private transport service

Standards you can rely on for airport,
ferry port and city transfers

Carpe Diem Executive Cars has built its reputation
for excellence, professionalism and reliablity
offering a premium service at competitive prices

Contact us today and leave the rest to us

Tel: 0330 6600 029 Mob: 07801 816 062
email: franco@carpediemec.com
www.carpediemec.com
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INYIS The Water
~Softener

Speclallsts
® New advanced

technology block salt
softeners supplied & fitted

/ ® Repairs and servicing
‘ % of all makes of softeners
(domestic & commercial)
™ |

® Reconditioning of most
softener makes with
guarantee provided

P
® | ocally based;
established over 40 years

No call out charges!

Please call 01256 768171
or 07836 247694
www.amsmayfair.co.uk

M BL e Hampshire Choral Festival

“,
o“dr Fist

Sunday 11th May 2025

The Anvil, Basingstoke, 7 pm

VERDI REQUIEM

Derek Beck The Life of Universal Song
(First performance)

Botley Choral Society
Compton & Shawford Festival Choir
Itchen Valley Choir
Overton Choral Society
Sarisbury Choral Society
Twyford Singers
Winchester City Festival Choir

Conducted by John Sutton

Tickets £30, £25, £20 (all include a £4 booking fee)
Concessions for under 16s and full time students
Available NOW from the Anvil Box Office (anvilarts.org.uk)

Amvilartsal

The Anvil

RCN 295128 www.hcfonline.org.uk
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On the Farm— Ben Robinson
At the time of writing, we are 5 days into lambing. It has been a slow start to
the campaign with around 20 ewes lambing a day. Some years we can have
around 50 lambing a day at peak. The cold North Easterly wind is whipping
through, and the nights have been frosty, but the lambs are being born at very
healthy sizes and the ewes have a lot of milk about them. At least it has been
dry so far, a key ingredient to a good lambing. Quite an improvement on last
year!

Farming is in a funny place at the moment; alongside the APR/IHT debacle
the Sustainable Farming Incentive scheme has just been closed to new appli-
cants with no warning, leaving a big hole in many farm finances. This was a
scheme that paid farmers for environmental works such as hedgerow planting,
creating and managing herbal leys and drilling wildlife friendly cover crops.
Those currently in the scheme such as us are still under contract and will con-
tinue to be paid at the time of writing. However no new applicants will be ac-
cepted. Our scheme finishes in 2026 and if there is no attractive replacement
we will have to go back to farming up to the hedge line for maximum output
to replace the lost income. The government needs the money for defence,
health, welfare and all the other demands on the public purse. The bees, birds
and butterflies will be paying the bill.

Grain prices are very poor due to a worldwide cereal glut at the moment but
by contrast the beef price has gone up faster than a Space X rocket. Cattle are
fetching £400-500 more than the equivalent beasts last year. It appears to be a
perfect storm of rising demand for beef and a decline in cattle numbers over
the past decade. High cattle prices is a worldwide phenomenon with US beef
also fetching record prices. Sheep and lamb prices remain healthy and unusu-
ally have stayed at similar levels from September to now. Usually there is a
seasonal price curve, with values lowering through the Autumn and rising in
the spring before peaking in May and June.

Hopefully some of you will have made it to our ‘Lambing Day’ that happened
on 29" March. Following the slightly overwhelming success of last year,
when visitor numbers got a bit out of hand and traffic around the farm ground
to a halt we have used an online system of pre-booking for vehicles. We are
quite constrained by parking due to farm layout, so we thought it was the saf-
est way of running the event this year. It is wonderful to be able to share the
farm with the public, many of whom are actually pretty knowledgeable about
sheep farming due to a heavy diet of Clarkson’s Farm, Countryfile and
Lambing Live.
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CHARLES READ

& DAUGHTER

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL MASONS

01420 83551
www.charlesreaddaughter.uk
11-13 Turk Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1AG

CHARLIE DALTON
PLUMBING & HEATING WINCHESTER

Proud members of

Checekatrade.com

Where reputation matters

Local reliable
professional service

All aspects of plumbing and heating

Oil boiler specialists

Oil tank installations

Oftec registered / G1 Accredited

Charlie Dalton
Plumbing & Heating

Moabile - 07788 654662

www.charliedaltonplumbing.com
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“Hampshire Tree Contracting Specialists”

www.treecontracting.com
- Tree Surgery - Site Clearance - 24/7 Emergency -

Removals - Dangerous or unwanted trees safely removed.

Ash Dieback & Large Tree Specialist - Vast experience
combined with an array of machinery to deal with the largest and

most complex of tasks.

Vegetation Clearance - Sites or gardens, large and small

efficiently cleared of vegetation.
Stump Grinding - Stumps of all sizes ground out.

Biomass Chipping - Whole tree chipping on site.

%nsured up to £10 Million

{I’PO paperwork managed

@ 07789 127875

{Free no obligation

quotes

@ 01962 760133

Candover Valley Gardening Club

In March we had a very interesting talk from Stef Bradfield who is
Head Gardener at Lainston House kitchen garden. It was interesting

to hear that she is now running tours of the kitchen garden through-
out the summer. If you would like to see how she produces vegetables
(an amazing 1 ton in 2024) for the Lainston House chefs, details are on the Lainston
House website.

April sees the start of a new year for the Gardening Club. We will meet at 7.30pm in
Preston Candover Village Hall on Thursday 17 April. Our speaker will be Paul
Patton who is a horticultural consultant, writer, speaker, broadcaster specialising in
plant care including pest, disease and weed control. Paul’s talk will be ‘Wimbledon
or Wild Flower Garden’.

Our indoor meetings are held at 7.30pm in Preston Candover Village Hall on the
third Thursday of the month from September to April. In the summer months we
visit some beautiful gardens.

If you would like to join us at any time, guests are very welcome for a small fee and
we always welcome new members.

Contact blighrosemary@hotmail.com for more information or you can find us on
Facebook — Candover Valley Gardening Club

@ Reductions - Trees of all shapes and sizes professionally reduced.

34

garieigh Parish P!@_Vg!‘ggg

2

Friday Mornings 11am-12noon Term Time
4™ April (closed during Easter school halidays) 25™ April
2m, gt 16™, 23™ May (rot open on 30™ May as it is our half term holiday)
0 - 4 year olds and their grown-ups.
A warin welcome awaits you - we look forward to you joining ug for a fun and happy time.

Cogt: £3 donation per family EN

Contact:
Melanie (07833-528040) Claire (07757 498653) &
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CHARITY OIL PAINTING WORKSHOP
**REVISED DATE**
24th APRIL 7-9PM
@ The Yard, Chilion Candover

[Chor sincare apolegies ko onyons who hos booked for the &6 March
wewt haspe you harve bean conboched oned can moke e revised dose which is 2dth Apeil |

Join us For on oil poinging workshog with our very own local artist ngrid Bamy, in aid of Condower Wolley Freschool.

Adter o live demonstration, we will point our very own shill life with #e helo and guidonce reen Ingrid.
W'e will lecsm: how to use cils whilst exploring the art of colour, shodows, frem ond penpadive.
Al skill berwals woelcoere omed all motericls are provided. Everyone welcome o toke their piece of art home!

£55, incudes drink on amival Hﬁnﬂ:pm&wﬁjm our p|u|:|'|nn‘
Please book via this link:
or email: nettopw @holmail.com

Limited spoces available, please book asap.

Candover Valley Store

Store and post office trading hours

Monday to Friday Store open: 8.00am — 6.00pm
Post office: 8.30am — 5.00pm

Saturday Store open: 8.30am — 5.00pm
Post office:  9.00am — 12.30pm
Sundays & Store open: 8.30am — 12.30pm

Bank Holidays Post office: Closed

We look forward to welcoming you!

Alresford Road, Preston Candover, RG25 2EE
Tel: 01256 389500 www.cvcs.org.uk
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booster of COVID-19 vaccine.
You should be offered an appointment between April and June, with those at highest risk
being called in first.

Community Hubs

Pop along to the Community Hub for informal advice, information & signposting from
Winchester City Council & Citizens Advice.

These take place at Coffee#1 Alresford on the fourth Friday of the month 10.00-12.00

Stress Awareness Month 2025 is observed annually in April

This year’s theme, #LittleByLittle, emphasises the transformative impact of consistent,
small positive actions on overall well-being. Even seemingly minor steps taken daily to-
ward self-care and stress reduction can yield significant improvements in mental health
over time. Here are some practical suggestions to incorporate into your routine:

[JConnect with someone: Check in with your support network or connect with someone
new. A sense of belonging and community can help reduce feelings of loneliness.

[1Go outside: Spending time outdoors can have a positive impact on mental well-being.
[1Get moving: Physical activity, even in small increments, contributes to stress reduc-
tion.

[1Be mindful: Practice mindfulness techniques to stay present and manage stress.
[1Breathe deep: Deep breathing exercises can help calm the mind.

[/Prioritise sleep: Make small adjustments to your bedtime routine. Wind down by mini-
mising screen time, creating a tech-free bedroom environment, and jotting down thoughts
to set aside for the next day.

[JHouse Analogy: Think of building mental well-being like constructing a house—one
brick at a time. Each small action, such as taking deep breaths during a stressful moment
or expressing gratitude daily, serves as a foundation for resilience.

[/Ball Analogy: Just a Imm change in the angle direction of a rolling ball can alter its
trajectory significantly. Similarly, small positive actions accumulate and create a remark-
able outcome over time.

[1The Butterfly Effect + The Positive Ripple Effect: Lorenz’s butterfly effect theory
highlights how seemingly insignificant initial changes can lead to significant consequenc-
es. Your small efforts contribute to a positive ripple effect in your life.

Remember, even the tiniest steps matter, and collectively, they build a stronger founda-
tion for mental well-being. If you’re feeling stressed, consider checking your stress levels
and explore ways to manage stress throughout the month.

For more information and resources related to Stress Awareness Month 2024, you can
visit The Stress Management Society; www.stress.org.uk

May we take this opportunity to wish all our patients a very Happy Easter.
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The Alresford Surgery

Station Road

ALRESFORD, Hampshire

Out of hours telephone number 111

Reminder - Afternoon Closure — Thursday 3" April

The surgery and dispensary will be closed from 12.30pm to enable all GPs & Nurses to
attend a compulsory training meeting this afternoon.

Our phone lines will not be open on this afternoon.

If you require urgent medical attention, please call 111.

Patient Survey Results

Between 2020 and 2024 our patients told us they were not happy with our telephone sys-
tem. Put simply, it didn’t work as anyone hoped and patients and surgery staff alike
were frustrated with its limitations. A new phone system was installed in May 2024 and
while we were delighted with the functionality from our end we wanted to ensure our
patients were also happy with it. To that end we carried out a survey in November and
December 2024.

With 203 respondents:

84% of respondents feel the new telephone system is better than our previous system
91% of respondents rate their experience of the telephone call-back facility as ‘good’ or
‘very good’ with the rest describing it as ‘fair’

92% of respondents rate their experience of our reception team when contacting the sur-
gery by phone as ‘easy’ or ‘very easy’

90% of respondents are ‘somewhat satisfied’ or ‘very satisfied’ with the overall service
they receive from Alresford Surgery

We appreciate everyone who took the time to complete the survey, your input is very
valuable to us.

Good Friday & Easter Monday closure
Please make sure you have sufficient supplies of your usual medications to last over the
bank holiday period which you can order in a number of ways;

In person at the surgery

By post

Via the NHS APP or Patient Access
The surgery will be closed on Friday 18™ April and Monday 21st April. If you need ur-
gent medical care you can access the Out of Hours service for advice, a face to face ap-
pointment or, if it is necessary, a home visit & the number to call is 111.
e-Consults will not be able to be submitted after 6.30pm on Thursday 17" April & will
not restart again until 8am on Tuesday 22" April.

COVID- Spring boosters

The practice will be offering the spring boosters COVID-19 from 1* April.

COVID is more serious in older people and in people with certain underlying health con-
ditions. For these reasons, people aged 75 years and over, those in care homes, and those
aged 5 years and over with a weakened immune system are being offered a spring
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PICKLEBALL

At the Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover
£5 per person per hour, all equipment included
Email cvchires@gmail.com to book
Available Friday 6pm — Sunday 6pm

Mulberry Tree Services

Problem Trees?
Fully Qualified Certified Tree
Surgeon with 25 years experience

Fully Insured
Very Competitive Prices

» Removal of Dangerous Trees

« Pruning » Shaping « Thinning

« Stump Removal « Hedge Cutting
» Fencing Specialist

Tel: 01962 88 68 66
Mob: 07974 761183
www.mulberrytreeservices.co.uk

Handyman Services

Fully Insured and Reliable Handyman
Most Items Covered
Carpentry, Repairs
Fencing, Basic Garden Work
Kitchens, Bathrooms

No Job too small
Competitive Prices

Call for a quote today
Abbey Handyman Services

Mobile: 07479060708
abbeyhandyservices@gmail.com
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J{m%o Hampshire Choral Festival AGILE MEEHEIRES IR NESS

Group and 1-1 classes

Pongy pust PLUMBING in-person and on zoom
S un da 1 1 th M a 2 02 5 All General Plumbing Work
y y Undertaken. YOGA THERAPY
. 2 oy PSR T Thrive with a Personalised Plan!
The AH Vi I, BaSlngStOkﬁ.OOpm Bathrsgre:lz\lylzlf?: lllr:)om & Achieve your optimal health with a tailored
.:} A Utiliéy Room approach combining mindfulness, yoga, and
(7 . . relaxation practices.
me th ree h un dred VO,CeS Of the Des1gn & Installation, Together, we'll address your unique challenges,
Hampshire Choral Festival choirs sing the All Work Fully Insured & supporting your mind, body, and soul through
Guaranteed. life’s transitions.
Call: 07866 475 274 8-week Mindfulness for Stress
VERDI REQUIEM
WWW-agileplumbing-Com Yoga for Mental Health courses
d Proud members of
. P : Checkatrade.com www.rebeccajamesyoga.co.uk
Derek Beck The Li Universal Song Wher reputao s becioaeEmdlect, 65 RS

(First perfefmance)

Helen Bailey (sopranio)s

Anna Loveday (i1i€ZZaast
Jonathan CookeXtefi

Thomas Humphteysioaritone)

Local Independent Financial Adviser
B&L Stuart Palmer IMC & DipPFS

Celebeating

302

The sevencheltsof the Hampshire Choral Festival Y= =7 Authorised and Regulated by
Fin nl
Festival Orchestra Burgess & Lee Ltd dnichl Y Fingncial Condi Authority
Conducted by john Stht()") INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
NEKES¥E 30, £25, £20 (all include a £4 booking fee) Concessions for Arrange A Free Consultation
undu 18s and fulltime students
available from the Anvil Box Office, (anvilarts.org.uk) . .
Pension Planning & Ccontact your local financial
adviser:

AnvilArtsat Investment Advice

& ey © .
l]]C ) | Cash Flow Planning %
Tax Planning Call Stuart on: 07864 072 365

Estate p[anning m Connect over Linkedin:

Email: stuart@burgessandlee.co.uk

RCN 295128 hcfonline.org.uk
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WEATHERWISE By Simon Bourne
Summary of weather observations taken at Northington Down
in February 2025

Temperatures (degrees centigrade/Fahrenheit)

Highest 13.5/56 (22™ & 25™)
Lowest -4.2/24 (28™)
Warmest Night 9.5/49 @1
Coolest Day 3.4/38 (10™)
Average maximum temperature 8.1/47
Average minimum temperature 1.0/34
Number of air frosts 13
Rainfall (millimetres/inches)
Monthly total 76.8/3.02 Average 68.2/2.70
Annual Total 211.0/8.31 Average 165.1/6.50
Maximum 24hr. rainfall 21.4/0.84 (23
Number of days with rain 14
Summary

There was a cold start to February with temperatures mostly well below the seasonal
norm. In fact, it was not until the end of the third week that temperatures recovered as
cold easterly winds in the middle of the week gave way to milder Weather and frontal
systems brought rain and the wettest day with 0.84 inches on the 23", The mildest night
occurred on the 21* with a temperature of 49°F and this exceeded the long-term average
daytime temperature for February. High pressure at the end of the month brought fine,
sunny weather and the coldest night at 24°F on the 28™. Not surprisingly, the month was
colder than normal, and somewhat wetter. The winter season was also colder than
normal but with average rainfall.

2025 rainfall = Average (mm)
—=&—— Actual (mm)
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HOW ABOUT A LOCAL CHARITY
FOR YOUR LOCAL LEGACY?

/

April 7 - 13 legacyactionweek.com
Winchester is home to many charities

Legacy Action Week (7 — 13 April 2025) is the time of year when we
smaller local charities come together to remind people that we’re as equally
deserving as the larger, more well-known institutions.

You may know some of us and what we do from personal experience. Others you
may not have known existed at all.

Together, our charities help people from the moment they’re born all through their
life to the moment of their passing -a whole life cycle. And each of us plays a vital
part in helping the people of Winchester and the surrounding communities live better
lives.

Once you’ve taken care of your own loved ones, you may want to consider donating
a tiny fraction of the value of your home as a gift.

And that gift, if only a little, can mean such a lot. Small local charities use legacies in
a very impactful way.

During Legacy Action Week you’ll find access to events where you can get free
practical advice on Will-making, probate and legal matters.

So if you’re thinking about leaving a donation in your Will to a deserving cause,
you’ve reached the right place.

www.legacyactionweek.com
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http://www.legacyactionweek.com

Friday 4th April - 10.45am
Itchen Abbas Village Hall

Help us to support local families
JOIN US (you don't even need a dog)

A choice of two guided walks
(short or long — you can decide on the day)
Both walks leave at 11am sharp!

Book your place £15pp

Includes a ploughman’s lunch and home-made soups’
You are welcome to join us for lunch only if you don’t fancy the walk.

BOOK ONLINE:

Scan the code or visit:
www.ticketsource.co.uk/home-start-winchester-districts
Or call: 07976 686979
4 Oremail:

info@home-startwinchester.org.uk

i an Cheques are accepted too. I I‘ ME
Walkers participate at their own risk. m

The walks will go ahead whatever the weather and may include some stiles.

ath, R
GAY Winchester
DO G This event is kindly sponsored by Gay Dog Boarding Kennels and Districts
*gluten free alternative available Registered Charity 1108170
20

THE YARD

Moon Roast Coffee ' Brunch + Lunch | Homemade Cakes
Enjoy our beautiful location nestled in the Candover Valley on
Chilton Manor Farm.

EASTER FAMILY FUN

r -

Thursday 10th April /10am - 2pm: Easter Biscuit Decorating
Thursday 17th April / 10am - 2pm: Easter Egg Decorating
Wednesday 16th April - Tuesday 22nd April: Easter Egg Hunt

Cafe Opening Times: Wed - Sun, 9am - 4pm
Street Food & Bar open on the last Friday of each month 6pm - 10pm
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CANDOVER VALLEY CHOIR

IS LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL SINGERS!

THIS IS A GOOD TIME TO JOIN THE CHOIR!
We start rehearsing again in early March.

o o o ok ok ok ok ok

Singing is good for you — it is creative, has great health
benefits, is rewarding, and is hugely enjoyable!

o o o ok ok o ok

The Choir performs a wide repertoire including
classical, contemporary, and popular music

If you would like to know more about the Candover
Valley Choir or would like to come and try us out
(there are no auditions), do contact:

Julian Jones, Choir Chairman, on:
juliang.jones@btinternet.com
or
Jane Bryant, Music Director

bryantjane50@gmail.com
07740 871341

REHEARSALS TAKE PLACE ON THURSDAYS AT 7.45 pm

e ook ok o ke o o ok
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RENEWABLE ENERGY | LOW RUNNING COST | LOW MAINTENANCE

01256 268500

rawlingsrenewables.co.uk
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Preston Candover Village Hall

Presents
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o Saturday

MARCH |22

S 7:00 PM

£2.50 pp
Quiz Master - Mike
cqrpenter
Bring your own drinks
Raffle, Prizes for winning and losing
team ¥

Candover Valley Store

Join us for a Spring Tasting Event at Candover Valley Store

As the days grow warmer and spring settles in, we are excited to invite you to our
Spring Tasting Event at the Candover Valley Store. This event will be a celebration
of local food and drink, featuring some of Hampshire’s finest artisan producers.
Date: Friday, 25 April Time: 2:00pm — 7:00pm

This will be an afternoon filled with exceptional tastings, exclusive offers and a fun
festival atmosphere. It is the perfect opportunity to meet local producers, sample
their products and enjoy the fruits of our community.

Featured exhibitors

Moon Roast Coffee: A family-run, small-batch coffee roastery based in the Cando-
ver Valley. Inspired by four generations in the coffee and tea trades, Moon Roast of-
fers expertly crafted coffees, including their signature Candover Blend.

Hydes Cyder:A craft cidery based in Herriard dedicated to producing premium,
hand-crafted ciders using traditional methods.

Summerdown: Renowned for cultivating and distilling their own Black Mitcham
peppermint, which they use to create award-winning chocolates, teas, and body care
products.

Homemade Brownie Company: Joining us from Basingstoke, this irresistible
brand is renowned for its rich, decadent chocolate brownies, crafted with love and
high-quality, locally sourced ingredients.

Candover Brook: From their vineyard rooted in the heart of Preston Candover,
enjoy tastings of their exquisite sparkling wines, paired with special discounts on
single bottles and cases.

Flowerpots Brewery: Located in the historic village of Cheriton at the source of
the River Itchen, this local gem is celebrated for its exceptional cask ales brewed in
small batches.

Freshly made wood-fired pizza

In addition to tastings from our featured exhibitors, we are pleased to welcome
Pizzaarti, a wood-fired pizza food truck serving fresh, handmade pizzas throughout
the event.

Whether you are looking to discover new local favourites, stock up on delicious
treats, or simply an enjoyable tasty few hours, we would love to see you there.
Bring your friends and family and join us in celebrating the best of our local food
and drink. We look forward to welcoming you!
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j/ YOU ARE INVITED \\

SPRING TASTING

Showcasing some of
Hampshire’s amazing producers
Special guests include:

00,
S S ,,%

it/ SUMMERDOWN
2pm - 7pm, Friday 25 April

Candover Valley Store
ALRESFORD ROAD, O

\\ PRESTON CANDOVER, RG25 2EE 5
VB,

Find out more: https://bit.ly/CVSSpringTasting or scan 2

3
FLOWER POTS

Candover Valley Store  [RESEERERLMNHES

Store Post Office
Good Friday - 18 April 8am - 4pm Closed
Easter Saturday - 19 April 8.30am - 5pm 9am - 12.30pm
Easter Sunday - 20 April 8.30am -12.30pm Closed
Easter Monday - 21 April 8.30am -12.30pm Closed
May Day - 5 May 8.30am -12.30pm Closed

JUMBLE

n

-4

26

SALE

SUNDAY
6TH APRIL
INAM-ZPM

PRESTON

CANDOVER

LLAGE HALL
RG252DN

Cm D

@ 2
jg\

=]
| Yot =T W
] L |

Drop off your jumble Saturday 5th april 2pm-4pm :)
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§ Cllr. Jackie Porter

www.jackieporter.co.uk

Tel/Text 07973 696085 Email Jack-
ie.porter@hants.gov.uk Ansaphone 01962791054

Jackie’s County Corner

“ The process for the Hampshire wide Strategic
AW Mayoralty has started now the Government has
sy accepted Hampshire’s bid to make the change.
Strategic Mayor elections will be on the 7" May
2026.

Local Government Reorganisation is a

| separate work programme. LGR will result in
several Unitary authorities of around 500,000
people in each. Elections will be in 2027 or 2028.

When you read this, Southampton, Hampshire, the Isle of Wight and Portsmouth,
together with Winchester and all the other districts will have made their first pro-
posals for Unitary Authorities to the Government on the 21* March. You can read
Hampshire’s submission on www.hants.gov.uk

The revenue budget deficit at HCC has been reduced using reserves but remains at
around £100m per year. So, another consultation this month, but proposals made only
reduce the deficit by £9.9m over four topics. These proposals to reduce costs in four
areas including Adult Day Care services, Planned Highway Maintenance, and Chil-
dren’s and Young People’s school & college transport Deadline 7 May

There has been a lot of debate about the terrible potholes in this area, and how HCC
chooses to spend our Council Tax. One of the four proposals is to reduce the planned
highway maintenance. HCC propose not to include any money from the HCC funds
but limit the budget to the sum provided for this purpose by Government. I’m sure
that many of you will want to comment on this proposal!

Changes in HCC transport costs to school and college are proposed too. The 1946
law is clear that children with special needs or on free school meals are fully entitled
to free transport up to 16, but the County Council believes that post 16 to 25, this is
not the case.

The proposal put forward by HCC is to provide these grants only if a young person is
entitled to free school meals and an EHCP. It takes no account of the logistics of
getting multiple children to school at one time. HCC is proposing to extend the
scheme whereby they provide expenses for parents taking their own child to school
or they will recover some of the transport costs. These options will be extended to
more families. The initial proposal was also to charge parents 30% of the cost of
transport which could be £3000 or even higher. Many residents have written to me
about this saying how it will affect their own family. Councillors (including me) have
challenged this, but it has been decided that the consultation will go ahead. Please
advertise to others if you have the opportunity.
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The public consultation on this and other proposed cuts runs from 12™ March to
the 7 May.

I spent a very happy afternoon playing with grandchildren at our local HCC owned
country park. I really hope these aren’t victims of budget deficits- they are such jew-
els in the crown.

A Bus Service Improvement Programme grant of just over £13million was con-
firmed on the 6™ March. BSIP is an ongoing grant programme, aiming for a full re-
turn to bus travel to pre-Covid 19 levels, but it doesn’t tackle the funding that is
needed to improve rural services, nor the travel options for the 18.9% of our residents
who don’t have access or ability to drive their own vehicle. As our population ages,
this should be a priority. I will continue to make this case along with councillors from
all parties. Will this all improve with promised Mayoral control of transport? I hope
SO.

Swarraton and Northington WI
t e MONTHLY NEWSLETTER - March 2025
INSPIRING WOMEN This month's 1092}1 speaker was J ude.: Hayland, th gave a talk
on the art of writing fiction and achieving publication - not

easy with publishing houses determined to pigeonhole authors
into specific genres.

She told us how she began by writing articles for magazines before moving into full
length novels thanks to Troubador Publishing who favour authors with different
approaches. Her stories are set in the recent past and follow themes of 'meetings,
memories and moments' in the lives of people in what she calls the 'recipe of the
times'.

Jude pointed out that as we go through life, we learn that the people and events which
have populated our past have a greater effect on us than maybe we realise. The past
can be a snare, can haunt, can send us off in different avenues but ultimately can give
so much hope. Food for thought indeed.

Jude was warmly thanked by Beth Lamb and the membership then enjoyed afternoon
tea and a chat.

Guests are also always welcome at any of the speaker meetings for a small charge of
£5.

The next meeting at Swarraton & Northington Village Hall is at 2pm on Tuesday 1st
April . It was planned to have one of the very popular reminiscence talks but may be
changed to a speaker instead.

Tea hostesses - Erica Sisk and Judi Proctor

Flowers - Rosemary Bligh

Please will members not able to attend send their apologies to
Gill Graham Maw
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