
	

Dear Friends 

The beginning of September always brings back memories of new shoes, freshly-packed 
school bags, and thoughts about what the new academic year will bring. This year, of course, 
we have the added dynamic of our continuing journey through and beyond the pandemic which 
still brings uncertainty and questions about what is now normal. I do hope that you have been 
able to take some much needed rest over the summer months and that you have been able to 
get out and about and enjoy some new scenery. 

As we begin this new term, I am also conscious of the journey that we are on as a diocese and 
how we need to recognise both the pain we have experienced and also the need to work at 
creating a culture of honesty and transparency. I am grateful to all those who have shared their 
thoughts and experiences at meetings or by email and I want to reiterate the commitment that is 
shared amongst all the members of Bishop’s Council to work collaboratively to renew trust. 
Bishop David has returned to minister with us and he and I are working closely with the rest of 
the Bishops Staff Team as we return to in-person meetings. 

Diocesan office staff are gradually settling into the planned hybrid working 
arrangements.  With office and meeting space now available at Wolvesey, the Parish Support 
(Operations), Finance, Strategic Development and Winchester School of Mission teams are 
making regular use of the offices on certain days and working at home for the remainder of the 
week.  The HR & Safeguarding team will be based at OAP for the time being, and the 
Education Team continues to work from the Portsmouth Diocesan Office.  This is a long-
awaited development, and I’m grateful to staff who have risen to the challenges of home-
working for 18 months, as well as to those who have worked on the complex logistics of this 
transition. 

Prayer is key to our Christian life and we will be holding a monthly zoom gathering where we 
can pray for one another. The first will take place on Monday (6th September) at 9am and the 
zoom link is below. I hope you will be able to join us. 

With love and prayers 

+Debbie 
 

 

   

 	

Please join us for Morning Prayer by using the link below: 

Join	Zoom	Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/93240170654?pwd=RTc2NHhMM3Y3bWJ0bG9JNFdkK1E3Zz09 
Meeting	ID: 932 4017 0654 
Passcode: 283119 
 

 



This	communication	is	being	distributed	to	the	full	diocesan	mailing	list	(all	recipients	of	eNews),	which	
includes	by	default	all	clergy,	lay	ministers,	churchwardens,	parish	administrators,	PCC	secretaries	and	
treasurers.	You	may	freely	distribute	this	communication	to	PCC	members	and	other	members	of	your	
church	communities. 
 

 

	


